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Bachelors’ Ball, 


There Were neither Arrivals from Sea, aor Papets from the 

ther Presidencies by the Dawks of yesterday, so that — 
ter 

be 





takea occasion to introduce im onr present Nember, the Let 
which we spoke some days since, regarding the Toor of Mr 
Moorcrof:, from oar Correspondent in tbe Moantaine It q@ill 
foued of sofficieat iaterest to reward an attentive perusal, not- 
withstanding tbe great peculiarity of sty'e which prevails throag}- 
oat, but which could not be Alteted without destroying ite origi- 
pality. , 7 

The Ball given by the Bachelors of Calcatte, was one of the 
most brilliant that bas been Witnessed for some time. Tt was 
honoured by the presence of the Marquis aed Marchioness of 
Hastiogs, and of all the benaty and fashion of Calcatta. The room 
was Glled at an early hoar, and Danciag commenced with spirit 
god vivacity tbat coationed throughoat the evening: 

Some excellent Sotts of Qaodrilics were remarked, bat it 
would be held a radeness, according to the fashion of Icdia, to 
pame thos» most distingaished ia the Daves, tho’ the votaries of 
fashion at Almack’s would be as dieplease:! at the omisrivn ae those 
of our Ball rooms would be at the eat meration of theic names. 


Aboat midsight the Hiestrious Visitors led the way to Sapper, 


tupported by the Presidents aod Stewards; who were mot more | 


Wistiazuished by their badges of office than by their activity ia 
promoting the happiness of ali whom they had iavited to partake 
‘of their bospitality. 

After sapper, Mt. Wrach, who bad the bhoncer to preside 
tt the Pestive bootd, on a aad who was ecpported oo 
each side by hie most distinguished guests. rose to propose & 
Toast—Rle cheatveds that were he aboat to offer any othet Toast 
than that which he should have the picasare of ng, he eboold 
bare commenced © Ladies end Gentlemen” an anarual mode otha 
of prefacing a Toast io (hat fall, bat apparcotly called for on 
cotasiog. As it was, however, coiwithstandiag hit seem- 

want of gallantry, be @as Compelicd to address himself only to 
the Gentlemen proecat, ciace it was '\o thom he tooked for drickiag 
the Health he shoald give, with the cothasiasm the subject nate. 
rally inepired. Tt would hardiv be expected that he was to vre- 
face this Toast, which they had doabitess already saticipated, by 
aay ealogiam oo feticl'y: that happiseds bis Brethren, 
and himself bad yet io prospéot. and hé Hoped they might al! soon 
it; pefther did he think W'¥éty desirable to dbtall the | 
a singtc life, for of those. ‘they had probably bad eaff. 
tiens experience; and in compassion therefore to the feelings of 
bie worthy aesdciates, acd pity to bit Owe, be Would Wave aay 
further allusion to the miferies of a 'e life, which were too 


i 


Fveste around them. by roueral, of the iefe- 
ence of female charms i as waeued or amceemente: 
be hoped however to be permitted oe the part of hie brethren 
Sod bimecif to say. that single mea werd sot those Whom It 
beboved, to be feast ambitions of ihe approving emilee of the 
fair, before whose shrine, the most exalted taleate most be but 
too proed to steep, beforé they could hope to cusqeer, tad fa 
‘Whose gift, were the toftiest leurcia towhiels valour might aspire : 
‘Withoat whom peace would so toager be pleating, add mas 
erase to be bonoerable, society, if it deserved that name, sick 
iopo solitade, and existence became a blask! G14 tess wae it 
Beceseary, that be should detain thes lowger from the Toast, 


for which they were naterally imigatient, by ¢xpatisting on the 


ereament, but the very life of their assoarbly: words might some- 
umes avail, where realities Were ao: present wv ariew, bai what 
—_—_ 





| wreck would be certaia. 





pictere which he might bepe to draw, wae likely to vie with the 
living lovelioess before them! He woald not attempt it, but give 
withoat longer delay :—" The y Ta Hastings and the Ladiee 
who had this night honoured them with their pr . 
+ The Toast wae drank with enthasiasm, and accompanied 
by three load and héarty cheers. 
A ehort pauts saccooded thie general buret of Moliag, daring 
which we bad hoped Gite tant Geiveveel Reet wows 
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were 
might arieo— ; 
atdoar not yet Kiedted} abd if t6 old, f 
had become extinct. wh. 

There woald be a0 ond to the trale of difloaliict that might be 
elarted, bat that of some lévely Ovator= ly yan 
bright epee 0nd Puael Danes © Os aera oF a fo» 
male tongae,—and risiog at once to conqaer 1 
well, however, forthe peace of mack > 


chantment is oot ia general added to the many’ others by whicte 
they iofliet woande that they thomsetves alooe Veet 
the blaodishmente of beauty aad of grace, ere to be 
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}3 
just agra Dye 
this the route lay in i 


sheo, a tract remarkably elevated, thinly | 


ranger 
euctive, Two day's 
‘aed almost becbeadler oc 


From Si the route was directed by the Beas to 
its sources at the of the Himalaya range, which is bere 
depressed considerably below the common line of summits, and 
is traversed by 2 Pass inferior to the boundary of conzelation. 
Ne snow occurred, but the upland wind blew cold upon the 
wavellers, who shivered ander its efficts. The bottem of the 
epposite declivity they found washed by the Chunder-Baga, 
or Acesiness of bistory, which cut the line of their roete and 
was crossed by « passage of ropes, (joola} The character of 
the river at this point of its ceurse is not quite obvious, but 
the bridge.of ropes argues aome expanse, and it seems te have 
been rapid frem the unfertunate circumstance ef one of Mr. 
Moorcroft's horses lost im the transit across the stream 
Nence onwards, the ee ecnainly accom. 


modating, but the country progressively, as appears 


the total dearth of pasturage for the cattle during a long day's | 


journey, and on the 6th day it terminated by a Pass through 


a prolongation of the Himalaya, contiguous to which, snow | 


was found in the hollows and sheltered situations ; but we are 
not to judge of elevation in these regions frem the absence of 
mow, and that this was very may be inferred from: the 
fact of the damp, which ended the day's y at two. coss 
beyond, and at a considerable descent the crest, being 
involved during the night im a thick snow shower. (c) Mr. 





(d) la the rainy se soa, the cloe #6 st epee the mosatai: s jor 
w cls together, aed are (requestly so dense, that a traveller may 
leave his wake, after passing. jus: asa vase! eede: wail do 6 A\ such 
times tho beard and clehes become shr ued ia robe of s>aerciod 
vapeer. or so many mioute shising & b roids like froz-a teow ; and 
if the sea happeas to bare! through the mist, they reffect ise c-a- 
bie ints more brilliant than the colou's of the saiebow ; se that ira. 
poder each circamsiaace, produce a very 
beautiful effect, very to that described by Mr. Porter, sscceer: 
Hog with ibe cavaiddd:s on alr: sty morciag apoa a Re sine desert 
(e) The absence of sagw in the interior of the moan'sins, at 
the enormoss elevatiows-of s venteen and cighteca thousead fee, 
equal to the andesirectibie sno w-sheet crests of the Indo-Tartaric 
both incredible asd usaccouatable at fist impres- 
tea i 
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afforded 
backwa 
pigeons, chackores and hares, are the only pessessers 


Seay resin: of these last, Mr. M. te have 
asin his Tartaric tour, having, (it s 
8 im one day. ( /) 


On the Lith day's journey, and within five of Leb, a 
elongation of Himalaya was encountered, and much snow 
in making the ge. From analogy it may be concluded 
the crest of this Pass rises te seventeen thousand feet (17,000 
at least, but on this pont we shall no doubt be full 


hereafter.(g} The whole country is singularly different fron 


ae many rainy days the sao shone ost and oat his cours uasallied ¢ 
bat that the atmosphere is chilled sufPeieat!y to jate snow is 
equally obvioas, for T have berm involved in a wp he 
at a height of sixteen thousead fect at noon-day ia the of July; 
ee Ee deen ho tee ee 
eerenteen and eighteea thoesaad 17 aad 18,000), sotwith+ 
standiag, that the power of ‘be can aad heat, feels 

times oppressive. The smallest obscarity 
a feoliag, which, eteey Spa slowiag 
aader a brilliant canopy, e the 

wiatn The rainy ae above 
passage of the range; ‘he snow 
upon tbe ground till the beigh 
attained. la crossing at 


otection, but 
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congealed aad aliffeoed on our 
moveable shroad of frost ; next 
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meter at the comp ia a lane at an ex 
was 28 and the groand ell 

risiag (co sixtees thousand feet at 
the wiatese snow: such is (uc wouderfairciga of aaiare 
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Fi 
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gieas. 
The best proof of the great 

tract is, ‘hat the lowest depression 

along days peanee 
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Bativity every where; or 
for we Gnd an arid 
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iss a nativity, which is alone dependant upon 
mr en latitude, and by acute and judici- 
@us observers, will seldem fail to give satisfactory resu'ts. (i) 


The town ef Leh and capita! of Ludak is situated in a plain of 
ciecumscribed exten!, and watered by the Indus, pon the right 
bank of which it rests, a lit'le elevated above the stream.The in- 
formers say, that the cultivation extends in succcssive gentle gra- 
dations to the water's edge, that is wheat & barley; the severity of 
the climate checks & destroys the growth of every other crop, 
er rather we should say, defies any attempt to rear them. Con- 
sideting the latitude of Leh, we can only explain this modifi- 
eation of climate by the supposition of a remarkable elevation 
of soil above the common level of the earth. No localities or 
situation in the center of a stupendous Alpiae country, clothed 
in indestructible snow have any effect in the production of 
seasons allied to northern austerity. (j) Of the extent of this 





thousand feet (18 000) above the sea, apoo a eward of flowrry ver. 
dare, with the last remains of snow in scattered patches; and a: 
ree a thogsand feet inferior, the dawg of yake and birds was 
thick as to afford us the only bat pleatifal fol. throagh a vigh! 
Of bitter frost, although we wore in the end of August. A Pas: 
of cightecn thoucand feet was crossed, and the sorthera slope of 


4 


| 
| 


ying with thp mos: 
bri @arble. Any one who has witnessed the aadulated projeo- 
tions of the limestone peak, feels imprictod apes bis miad a pe- 
ealiar generic character, which time can never efface: and whichis 
recorded, that the eye recognises, in the dimness of 
outline of the impression. Thie may be fancy, this may 
bat I coald see in the agpect of the remote mouniaias 


the same masees, shooting into aigaities, in carved 
etratiBeation, shewiag an inclined level plane of some thouraads o! 
feet, and of such would make the bare roiasion, 
te enough to say, that |imestone 
terior mountains, rising be- 
sea; and that the peaked ex- 
epon moral bases washed 
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blend their abtivities together, 
r imagi prom beyond Se unt Resteane to 
pea te pedi them. 

> malle 






A a liar traite which more vividly 
\ epon ppv ea Sant eon often 
game genus occupies 8¢ and eam. 

» although Gigortbee of climate between the 

pant more than twenty of Yatitede ; bat, 

jom, we God the scales of gradation more 
» and their climate and suns seldom con- 


been eaid upon the influcnce of loval canses, 

the (wo grand agents, lati and elevacioa, 
of mature aad modifying the acure; 
oxemipation appear very cal in a 
Warm sammors, add mild wiaters 
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we may form seme idea, as it if asserted that during the sojoure 
of the travellers in the town of Leh, water froze at 
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phere of L. partakes of that eri 
which is common to all the table land up te 
down to Teshoo Loomboo, and is surely a 
ble ex» lanation of the divested summits of 
tains and remete boandary of congelation, than the iati 
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temperate ones : #0 that tho —_ —- all diff 

The prosperi'y of some plante, ever, is dependant apon 
sammers heat; otbers agaia apo the yearly mean temperatere ¢ 
that localities in eome iastances will operate. 

(k) At Shipkee, which stande ten thousand six hendred feet 
above the sea, the extreme cold on the 14 b and 15th October 16 
was from 37 to 39. Ia Gagne follewing, the same tour wae 
by two travellers; and during abait of eix days at Shipkee, from the 
14th of tbe eame month, the m-aa depression of temporatare was SF 
bat at foarteso hundred feet higher at Nako, of an extreate cleva'iog 
of twelve thoasaad feet, 4 days after, the mean temperature at sum 
rise for three days was 25; extreme depression 20§ 2 while ar 
10,000 feet above the sea, the eext camp, the thermometer was, 
28; but water will freege when the temperate of the airis even 
theo 40, The above conclasioas are lees sa'isfactory for the pre 
sent purpose than might have been expected ; but we mast recelleet, 
that balf a moath at that period of the yrar. makema prodigions 
alteration on the climate. Apricots are said to grow 'e Ledack—At 
Sbipkee they thrive well also; bat macb higher, they do oot succeed, 
I have seen them ata village beyond Shipker, ba: these appeared 
no difference of elevation ; a couple of day’s journey farther ap, 
became extinc!—At Nake there are nose. 
arboresceat jéaiper, are the oaly trees at 
us very good data for che elevation at Leh, which we cam hardly 
low to he much more than ten thousand : 
limit of ite lowest elevation seems almost as clearly defined, if oe 
ostimate the valley of Kashmeer at six thousand feet (6,000), where 
rice is laxariantiy cultivated, ° 


(D With the exception of a few days together, after a 
snow, the road is open threeghout the whole gear, which is ox race 
dieary, enough whee we consider that the elevation of soil trav 
mast rise to fifteen and sixicen thousand feet, (15 and 16.000) : 
| sack is the effect of an arid atmosphere, that even at the Mansaroa 
iieoll, which from inferences dedaced the altitude of the streas 
of the Satiej at Beckar, bar to be teo 
seven baodred feet, is certainly soarce ender seventeen ; 
feet, (17,000) from the level of the een, the snow scidom excreds tee 
feet ia depth : while at ove thousand feet inferior to this, and enders 
perpeadicglar sua, upon the Andes of America, it wndesiructh 
bie—Baert thie absence of enew On the table lasd of , scome 
to have very little effect ia moditying the wiater season, 
mast be the rigors there, whes 
moathe together. From Garoo, tra 
the lee, the whole way to Ladack tf 
satives of Koosoar bare made their appearawee bere; and whem? 
honest faces and conversa'ion, which bear the ecberacter of 
and freedom, throws considerable insight to the yor 
climate of Ludeaki of there was time to rétate itt the of 
winter seascea is described as even greater haa we eae cousistes* 
ly explain epon watural causes. The svow sever lies thicker hes 
a foot aad a half; yet the Ladue ts frovea over for weeks toge:bet, 
and is crossed upon the ice, Apricots ase lees plentifal, thes ose 
formerly ee : a fow scnticrod trees prodace bet a scanty cropl 
aod © 4 said to be ioverior té those of Shipkee + frow this 6 
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sboold almost be dispoved to assiga a still greater elevation for Let 
porbape Bvt below 10,600 feet. : at 


- 


| 









SROSESESECSE , Ss eel el tac SSSASPELESEASTEEeASATISS. au 


getesre. 


ELeTeeseO erisee 


i lle 


ies 


Geecuaner Ss scll tad thhcdpnisin; Sod tI covetyrenhene 


zeRLi 


eLLEGhiTEiFE 


a 
Pita 


dom of a climate which 
of 


bhi 


Ai 


i 


‘ 


toute of raturn was by Kath neer, three duy's Journey 











clear, altbodgh aot more ebvices from 
the Qarrterly Reviewers 
. that a very created 
of Tartary on (he scammer season 7 bat ines 
elevated bounds 


eeeii 


of boat ieab 


—eg 
$+ 


i 






















Dadikiteneiideiiiiaiiiici 










ret] 


on the fourth day it was crossed by a 
heace is described as a desolate sameness 


ved, but by the warpjag rigors of a bi sky. » No forest 
‘finds nourishment here—the soi! scarce yields rm ugh of arid 
and | vegetation to mark the summer from the winter, and Owos not 
|, even the dominion of the wild Béasts; such are the feelin .s 
J) of the Indian traveller. Kashmeer was a congébial chance 

‘after the toils of twenty day's journey ; yw leacet 
‘the saliey siesegh a Pass in the Himalaysh Mogntding, Where 
the snow had defied the heat of summer; they wefe’ detained 
here, summoned for their ort, and ‘int ted about 
their master; they found their way out of the valley by the 
| course of the Gelum, or Hyphasis of the Greeks, which they 
|) cressed, and ascending the outer and embaying barrier of Hima- 
lars their final exit through asnosy Pas from & coun- 
’} try which afforded them neither comfort nor care, Thus wich 
‘|, om the progress and success of Mr. Moorcroft, which by itse!f 
Y mig beeu communicated a month But War thoughe 
' a. more Apt prelude to the next Paper on elation, eapeci- 
' ally, wader the conviction of the impossibility of ite preced. 
other seurces of intelligence, or of their appearance rea- 

it unnecessary. 


‘The additional fragments which you heave given us, are 
most ble, mot thatehey are new, but as concentrating 
remotely detached authority.an) [hope may be taraed to some 
accouat. lo selecting information of this or any other :ateresting 
mature, in whatever quarter of the habtable world, and adding 
your owa useful remarks, you will I am sure, perform an 
infinite service to what E shoul! hope to believe, an ardent 
Public: “England at least will thank you. If the fullitiment 
' of titis is a service to some, itis me less an obligation to others, 
andto do this properly, no puactilious seasibility Weald Re, 
eonaulted. Trauscribe from ever hw from the frigid fr 
Of -your neighbours, er the ted eff sions of diseppointed 
Bi humbied into vulgarity. (eo) The extracts you have 















red us With, are bighly , room fur 
atisod with other accounts; which if mot more correct, 
least obtained from al! that Is bie in the oral 
aits of residents in the Province, co d in the very 
of the tracts, aad verified by interrogatery examina- 
multifarious and divergent imteresia. 


re is evidently @ in vapposing that rice 
ie Oi ie of Uudek. The culcure of that grain ‘requires 
‘two eapential climatic propertios, which have ne existence in 
any part of this singwlar region. ist. Periodical rains, or at 
| least the moist-warmth of that season, and without which, 
| | Tadia’s pisins would wear a russet mantle deeper than she barren 
heaths of the Hebrides. 24. The want of « cufficient rever- 
beration of solar héat, to excitethe germinating activity of the 
moiture which exidts, not \e@ generate the rank exuberance 
which characterises the nativity of rice, to this may be added, 
% } the late contiausnce.aad early advance of wiher, It ia very 
| true, that mee is successfully cultivated at elevatinas quite as o- 
—* ‘L have travetied for tea miles in the valley of the Pabur, 
from five thoweand to six neewins toa feet, ~ 
igher, was thickly bearde erope. 
d psa the Hima'sya’ ie the ing of July, the fields 
were under water, and every hand ew in transplanting 
the young shoots and retagning inthe end of September , is 


™ ow'd obtain te 
MTS en re 





















. 
of rogyvere whoiker ia stta or eleewhere, will materially soa- 
tribete to general improvew@a' ia tbe ot. 
seieores; bat the m@eibod of " gh Y brat 
beac. Tae os _ the 
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passed ; 
to this period, even so late ds the 1 


that rice harvest in the valley of the Sutjel ; 
com though the planta ions ote peer elevated, 
so litte as three to theasan | feet abeve the sea, which | 
is extraordinary enough. Perhaps the greater Frequency and }. 
longer duration of sunshine and comparative scantiness of the 


tains might have contributed to the earlier maturi'y of the rice 
ov the bsnks of the Pabur;(p) but even this period (October) 
/ reaping 4 tender grain at six thousand five handred feet | 
(6,500) is already winter in Ludak, where teo the »ital in- | 
fluence of the sun already less, ie further weakened ‘by the 


want of moisture—such is the reign of natore within the Hi- | 


malaya Moustains, The ovly crops of this elevated country | 


and all 

ova, which last has received an ambigaous classification ;‘but | 
Dr. Wallich, who ought to know best, is said to have pronddnc- 4 
ed it to be a new species of wheat. Captain Webb observes, | 
that “ the oga while in the ear resembles be»rded barley. ‘but 
when deprive i of the husk, whea'.” is the hardest Fag 

the grains growing all along the Tartaric banks of the Su‘lef 

up to Daba, end even half way between that and the 4 

Khad Lake, and nor/hward towards Chida, affording the basé 

ef the subsistence 6f the inhabited table land, at elevations 

surpassing the boundary of snow im Equatorial America.(¢) 


—_ —- per eves 





(p) We have here pethaps one of the strongest todications | 
of the effect of parely local causes, in chaaging the consti\ation of 
of natare, ‘La covsidering thie subject, we mast particalarse, aad 
beware of giviag it that commen constraation, which is thoaghtlens., | 
by implied by locality, Weeshall a0 deubtbe toid, that the fereiga | 
orgasigstion, aod clevaied aativity, of the vegetable tribes ont 

table land of tartary, is owing to looal inflecnce ; just as we daily 


the plateau of Tartary are, wheat, barley and the 4. 
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so 












stated in your's; 
* it). te tap environs of Nako, which, by & detection ofa Oe 
pal he Be ctr dl faily twelte thousand 
(12.000), the Sax che teuuitedt dope of ge of Goa 
ded Bats, vi in @ saeccesion of eteps, to 


ecven 
fast higher. where also i¢ o Lama's temple, Tebetined 





bear of the temperate climate sod purity of the air that treads alony - 
the ea const arising from the same cagso; bat this is aot the efrer 
eof locality, whieh bas a defaition, aed axiste only in & casual 
coucarreuce of ng heterogeneous or alien, in a trac’. 


arid sock op the contre of a. dead level pinin; or the « 
of a moguiaie impeading epon the torrid aimosphere of a Mat 
country: little elevate) above the sea. bat when we attempt to gpde- 
ralige, we fiud our reasoning most Seresiovely coafoanded, aed by” 
pr«botioal dootriass formed @poa the comsegevnecs, are , 

prove tbe abberations.seif-engeadered. } ) ouik 


(gq) Nothing de more eherect than the sarmise of D> Hum- 
bold; * Ae the heat” he aaye © of high regions of the atmosphere, 
depends on the radiation of the plaims, it is coeceived, that or’ 
the same geographies! paraligle, one may mot God, in the dysiew 
of Wwaneatiantio climates, the isothermal lines at the same leva. 
tioe shove the level of the eea, asia the syetem of Ruropean jeti- 
mates.” Aod agaio he says, that “a certain camber of peaks of 
mouvtains are eo! to be taken as the measere of the maraitade of 
wodutaia canges,” (Caloutta Jograal, for 3let Aagnst 1820) Equal- 
ly jas: too js Mr. Colebrooke’s observation ; bet be has had all (he 
advantages of experience from the efrors of otbets, aad is \herefore 
peibing origi Toe Gdaclo ling paragraph of bie paper oa conge- 
lation for the present knowledge, which of yoa, Mr. Eistor, have a 
giateia! retarn of obligation, js ibis. Nor can it coasiniontly wiih 
with ex pericace and analecy, be expected, tbat one aad the came 
eoalo shall serve both for Northera and Seuthgra hemispheres, aad | 
for Enatera and Weoetera pentes; for sary Peaks, aad for 
vast Moaataio ' now to mako contrasts aud 


ace.” 
soupariaoas, there is Bo ka when and whore we may ead: bat 


as 4 refereace to the text, we remark, that apea the Aades of 
America, ander the fibelf, Voretable @ ie repalsed even 
before the altiude of Afieen thousand 1p 000): aed at oaly 
acvee haadred and feet more, rest patohes of snow which never 


amolt || ja lar to this, nad weither so discordant to 
pa 


* obssrvations inculcate, oceure apon the 
tebowny A Jk Seeorinat Gen Gubt of aered orve- 
p een shows itscif to this snow capped betiress: the 
Abole of wan and agricultaral ation, (ae was sarmised pre. 
viously to the access of the conduits of presen! dieqauisition), car- 


@ther wise pobjegted to ope and the same agency as a wae 






| (be gear, Harvest begins about the last ne days 
‘s 
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(bree or foar haodred foot, were alsogreeo 
‘be @d of Aczest. Tho thormometer fell to 44 
(+) Taic ridge rises to ten thousand six hundred feet, (10,600), 
aod io Jaly is claihed bat pletoe strawberry of fleest favor, Here, 
one mag, in less than five boars, bave a change of climate 

2 degrees of latiinde, by deseendiog jato the valley of the 


rests ox ia ter ical center, being €,600 fect 
N Sait aod ach beneath Whortoo age 


at eue-rice. . 


Tartary, «bickh eotracces the mind 
expression. vo days and nights ia aa coisbkebiied 
from the @5ib of Jaly, we had pe pihor cover over our heads, 
the bright ehies of Tartary, —- 

Aw) The latitede gives by Aamilten, is 
Reusei’s dnd Macartmey’s, or 34 20 ead 37, 
iaeteates ihe roate of the Cabei Embasey, 
ed an ampignity. which woald reasouably 
nation of the English ey st : 
repatation of Reuse!, who bis 
distant seerces of intelligence, wbich 





messing the bewadary of eieraal snow beneath the Bqaator! !! 


Sezeeseetsest Lfazeerest sve 


ine danenens bat thie is by ao eacens a safe 
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Journal, for Novem: 


may appear, it is mevertheless quite de. 
fonsinre ft was got go late in the evening. We daily see the mat- 
ie verified. aed in wo where so bright, as im the opinions of the 
Reviewers; for a further 
Tartar of ine Steppes, iw the Catcutta Joarnal for Bepomber 


(v) Refer to Namb:r 229 of ibe Calontta 


(w) Arrogant as 


kiaké 


of this, see a letter 


Hf 


(x) Sheealkur ie the northern extremity of Bussahet, and i's 
boundary towsrie Chicn aed Ladack. The diétiaction of 
comparative view ; jast as the denver 
may be said to rank ae towns, 
ages: bat ae forte towne, and a thovgacd 
from the scate of destiny over 


H 


is only apolicabie in a 
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approximated by Captain ee ee form a 


point of ur is almost equidistant 

to ope beir ng wes to Leh 16 stages, t 
nature of the both idns differs very materially 
from the “inequalities of the Indo-Tartaric region, 
or the Alpine “which emanatés ftom its hither base, and 
has proportionally influenced conclusion. : 


Not dots the country interierty to the Himalaya 
toften down in undulations, but those tracts which still present 
to thé eye, desolation and peaked disorder and through which 
the routes to Ludak traverse, are of new configuration and 
substance; here granite gives piece to limestone, sandstone’ 
clay, and —e ted Magar the rivers ror their course in _ 
expanded pebbled unimpended by crags, or 1 
shattered ribs of mountain masses. The route from Garoe 
to Sheealkur traverses the table Jand for nine days journey; 
hereit cuts the crest of a very Jofty chain of Snowy moun- 
tains, called Bortpeo, and is demonstrably a prolongation of 
sorta A reer barrier which diverts the course of the 
Satiej at ; hence the complement ef the journey to 
Sheealkur, part of which has been travelled, is by no means 
modified (at) part; however ie on high table land (12,100 feet,) 

to observe, its.eucface bears the wear of water, 
pebbly crusted with herizoatal strata. ef sand, and studded 
with Leal isolated tumuli of a strange alluvial coaglome- 
rate. (5d.) 





have a lively eff-ots yet althoogh Mr. Moore: of appearsio beve 
neem there at the busiest period of the feir, ootbing forcien or im- 
preseive suggested itecif tor be: Featlow oul of fo agomalous ao 
aggregate. The ar of Garoo, is the great emporioM lor ihe 
shawl wool, apd vafious manvfactered ariicies of commerce met. 
Chante resort thither foas aiany diff roat distant Quarters; even 
egvatcades of Rossian boritmen, Gre said to fad thelr way to thie 
matket; people from T eshoo Lec@boo and Labuesa, freqnent the 
fait, ged mote cadteriy, even trot the interior of Chins Proper. Por 
kifie ovly kKoo@n by the samt eof Geeansk, or Geingh vy Mr. 
Moorrroh, who bowever, mukes no allusion toit. Both (raveliers 
having beem porn at the fair, a'ihough got perhaps koown to be 
i} , is vety well aatheptioniod by several of the natives of 
ar; opeie particular, oa intelligent aad respectable trader, 
rte, shat he was ihe iaterpretet aad mediator beiwoea them, and 

‘be 






mr goverRor, wiles daring the (air ia a sont, 

and qncb of winter aise to the banks of the Ladus, 
Dok te sfoam, shepherds and their fooke all 

« from tbe prow gered of the seavon; bet what 

be off ded by she elimste of a region, ip ite greatest 


depression ei! foeriesa or Bineo th «9 sad feet, (1401 15 000), frou 
the level of the sea; and were i, Lectce even im July: the sam- 
met harvest of ibeit eajyymea! spariaring aad sheasing theie 
herds; Bat wature is org od 80, 04 to smile even io her torrere, 


sicktane tn fre aon if vate hidtey henatataeent 
out a mise with two might soft - 
two thousand five haadred Peet (22 500) each, defies all Ghemach, 
I have viewéd this ocne from the table taod of Tartary, at the 
‘height of sixteva thoasand fett (16,000), The elevated base of the 
chao, sofieaed inte s pee Ae ghastly daked as the eterea! saows 
with whieb it wae ; 1 epemed 0 extend away to the 
Ky\deca range, by it was closed io. 

. (bb) This beight Gps sbialact by the most efficient baromes 
meoasarement. Whole of this acighboerhuod seems to 

from water; bat whetho: formed by it, may be cont 
the sceptical wisdom a these, vn oe 4 by as 

eysiematic delasions”, Here, although xo wore 
the sorface Was sindded with water, worn saad 





Considering Gsroo and Sheealkur fixed pei ond being | 










well acqu the general exient of a 's jo A 
of one-third part of the distance for the epre of the 
route in tage, ont. .£0 a Ee ation Of 12 miles for 
these, we gain a daily horizontal advance of 8 iiles, which fo 
is surely no amgle allowance in @ cou the table 
land. is result, extraordinary a8 it mist appear te many, 


is perfectly consonant to ; 
therefore and thus only taken as » measure-for fixing the ca- | 
pital of Ludak ; the route to which deviating oer ap a 
the meridian, must be censidered as —- 

uantity of error.—The allewance of i 
doslent of the road on rthat portion 
twixt Gartepe and may 
there is however no reason to admit the belief, and besides 
any such discrepancy is mere than counter-balanced 


! 
( 
$ 
: 


g 
4 


greater irregularities of the tract confining ‘the route to Leb, | 
which ie no table land, and, as seen from the crest of @ pass 
upwards of eighteen thousand feet (18,000) “< and also, 
from a lefty ststion within the boundary of Ludak, adjoining “ 
the frontier village, exhibited an expanse of snowy eminanees 
rising in succession to the limits of vision, ia the 


center by the walley of the Leh, which shewed a 
level breadth of bed (ce. / 


-. 





The plas of Caango, ie of a most remarkabic formations aod 


although tea sheesead feet above the sen, there we may race a 
ecries of depositions ia the very ficids. Dig into the earth.to aay 
depth, and you out throngh a horizonial stratification,—Aboat a, 
wile acd @ half from Chango, at 4 still greater clevaiion, pot less 
thao he feet measured, the road passes over an plaoe 
strewed with picces of limestone, colored aad blended ia all their 
@bros beyond the power of the penell to imitate. Upon the Jeli 
of the road rises a ridge of packed foam-like pipe olay, which is 
boaatital in ite dooay; were one bpbulds cavitice aad reecsecs,a 


architecture. L epeak from eye 
wonture. 


ec) Tn crossing and recrossiog thie etupendqous chain | 
wulee foar days, the vehement wae artes ta" 
16,180 and 16 220 2 aca aS pasate 6 we 
“dayasad strack full upon us an ere darker that 
aight fermament: yet thoagh we pir ab sadens oy 1 af 
the thermometer expoecd to the wiad wider shade of a 
stationary from 23 10 946 aed enow water boiled at 
etation of nineteen thousand four heddreld feet (19 
aca, whieh ie 100 eat Nites Ca j opel 
apoa Chimboraso on the Kquator, the 'f poiet of waler was 
180. Ardacas and fertile in ae of thie |. 
eal chain is, you droves of sheep, 40 . laden 
prodece of Kooooer, were met on their | t 

bi of 16,500 feer, alter a very sooner nape wmatmeanfe- 


tiguing by the thawing «oil and gaov.. we. P 

strengih and epirite, of whieh the extreme iy othe ait bad bs | 
eure mbile 

straining oar wandering eyes. at ine are nondarons iovmations of 


thie time pcarcely Jef ws encegh to 
the limestone, which cose 
by iowa 


from ea aplaod height was 
hy at a distance above es; that egabied as to 
¢aking ; which however wae bat ecareciy 
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very @ee: 
Faas ta nee oe Comte oP 






























disiteat. 
orders, BO aD 
ae, 
to the gove emer of 


i ; 
if 


f 
if 


aeumals, eaiarc 
aege.and fercign to us Gad mind ald oge 
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Leh of Ludak in latitude 33° 48" 
of 36%. (48) Should this result 


it will demonstrate the confidence, 










exhibitigg even'so | i a 













fatitude, as that a-sigtied to t: ; Ghd it is very evident, xt t of attraction in the. extract {roar Hamiton, is the 
if the route ‘but’ ® little to cast or welt, oe Leh | redte! to Bokhara and “'Yarkund, by Auritsit and Leh of Lu- 
is not due north of Ghetatur, the “# miles increase of lacj- 4 ak, and its proximity over that by Cabul. 
tade for g day's journey will be an extreme allowance. / <x’) ® "The distance from the town of Luda to Amritsi 
The poasidersties which tends to confirm the position @ native authorities, is 25 day's journey 730 ftom 
of 8 e route from that to all along the banks “ . with last is 15 (rom Bokhara, making distance of 7 5 
of the which fiads-its course on cert ot the e ts, whiclt ig mach ‘ran the road to Bokbara from 
lands of Tr: » which too may be strictly desig the im by the way of Cabul.(#/) Neither of these coindide 
central me (steppe) pa it, alung the ujtga | with the information obtained from more respects ble coadui:s, 
side of the Kylasa Fanges by which it. is supported, just asi ‘than any which Me, Moorcroft covld possibly have secess ‘te, 
hither u confines Sutle) and abuts against the su vurider his then disguised character, where too every turn of 
mits of th> Himalayah chain iad) The physical aature of tliesfgowstenance or conversation was mere thao suficicot to kind!e 


tract of commanication bewween Gargo and Ludak by 

course of the Indus, and the length of the journey, are 

conspicuous and patictaovory. ag the ome. which mae 5 
to. particularnize, ik & © to observe 

clusion bas been gu: She “ae 


ded accordingly. Y 


The d.route of veriicationie from Lahore, (Panjab) the 
line of whuch convergiog from avery great angle to the ethers, 
completely ovilifies tue cardinal direcuon of the reute or 
vather we shoud say corrects it ; (ss) yet « would appear, . that 
the consirucuon of the latest map of the Punjab, hasbeen 
greatly directed by the consideration of this circumstance, 
which pe the scaptsoess and individuality of the materials 
might have authorized; out we are quite surprized, nevertheless 
to find the capital of Ludak placed on a parallel of Jasitude, $ 
degrees bigher than Major Renoels ; ic m indeed to be feared 
that most of the mountain-positions laid down by Lieut. 
Macariney will wot ve verined by observation, from the very 
circumstance of inexperience tn the physical geography of an 





Ul) ome peage any ciher discoton fer Leh, hae @ meridian 
lise, we mas! reduce ibe latitude stiji lower. Prom the village of 
Soongesim the road to Len by the Pass aod rodte just described, 
Srareciy execeds two and a half geographical degrees ig absolute 
@istaoce; and anoiher by the for of Bheealkar measares cven lreg : 
this last way obtamed so long ago as the conclusion of the Goot. 
Baal campeizn by a geatiewan tage im the civrld service, and at 
thai time migdt have boeu turned to eonmderable advantage. 


(eg) The belt of Gudulated table lned, laying beiween the 
svumits of ‘he Limaleve and the creat Kyrasea range as viewed 
from the vieemty of Buku at @ herghi of siztcen thousand feo! 
(16,000), aopearcd te fare a treasterse exira of about ene geu- 
graphical degree. & a aeediem «ic sauceo! 16,000 feet; bul rising 10 
18.000 and even hight, ehere + iepinged upoe the enowy Gapks 
of the Kylarsit 66 thal there is 6 i) room tor seupposag another 
tehier aad cesta plereay wlhra Kylassa and the vaicy of the 
Jodus, before the coi: dips towa ds Carma. 

(hh) Where roo..e eooverce from emall angles, the direttiog 
may base some effros, bat i: ofteeer Condacie to error. 


(ef) Macartevy’s distances gpce the Punjab p'sins are all ex- 
treme. that to Lahore ) wing bee e@becqneatly traversed by owe ta 
the mas ewicent 1; Spe~' qealrfiied to jadge. see No 229 of the Cai4 
tutta Journal for 25 > Nov cmoce 1519. , Tae allowance for thogurs 
vatares of the rouic ft roegh @ level cogairy, being nearly the same 
ano of error as tat inthe Moweraias. or ooc-cinth aud on--ff hy 
ingiea@ol ove Bich sad one-third, a defcieucy of local expe: ceee 
ence be suonled. be are pow ref abinig ip the highest scale of 
sta gwent. See the letter of the Tagras of the Srerras, ia ihe 


Colcutta Journal, for 9.2 S-pt.mber 1D9, oe 
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suspicious vigiiaece of ihe natives of a country nauonally 


fitalous, andamong whom he mate favor with difficulty and 
MB oun- 5 


@astoust at thatrime, consummate by the unchecked victsr'- 
ous advaoceafl the N army to the weatward; @ en 
aboub. polities) ge yer evens mark of admiration umler 
} Such ci: cumstn rces, ‘aad the more critical discharge of ali t)at 
is, uoderthegarb of a pious devotee, would have dis- 
solved she charm ofthe enterprize, and if devected, might have 
Consigned.potht> che gi ries of a scientuhe martyrdom (mm) 

We miistall regret the scanty, in some degree meeyre 
are 3 relation of that natrative, spd to Wiose reapon- 
sibility this must be Gebited we ate widecided : but that it ‘was 
abbreviated apprars by the introduction of he President of* the 
Seciety, which w smgular eoough Pit tay thy ressef thar 
Institution since, now Gve yeara and only one birch. Pegple 
who derive pleasure in the dersion of those who voluntarily 
devoted themselves to all the peri! of aa apoaling froati and all 
the dread (which was even{ugily realized) of an active and, in- 
vincible rear, the warpiag «rors of climate, aod the priyagion 
en by dinguise onthe pursuit of kaowleige will do we | 
to re in case they may be taxed with sbe proverb, "Ajo 
aad da thou like wise.* 

Before cenclading the subject, aneher remark may oot 
prove igefiectual. In the extract under the head of Ludmk, 
Rixer, it is stated, that “at a point abeve the town of Dr-us, 
the main stream of Indusia met. by a sicailar civer whycu 
has been traced from Rodauk in Tyibet and flowing past 1 «- 
dak, the capital of little Thiet, is there named the Lagu 
rivet.” (nm) ‘ 

Now thisriver is the Indus itself, which rising from the bax k 
of the Kylassa rolls over the table lan‘, washes an : 
waters the plains of . and the stream mentioned bere as 
the Indus, appears to have no exsteoce mt al. (oo) 


oe > 


(jj) All these routes form vo:y large aogics wit Leb. 


(MA) The distawees bse mich tou contracted, aad the foule by 
Cabot. + consiverably the shortes.. » 





* (I) Pee Ciinese thay te fqdestivnd to be 26 hoo rase as fhe 


Goork) vies ia their treatmest of iatraders : lertetees ( br licvs dve 

re ee - — 
(mm) Leb is the capital of theprévince of Ludack. , 

» «(aq) itd saat coaduite.opes thom the lades aad (aa. 

eect the plaia o dak. , 





bikes 


* 4 
(ag) lait Oola, Mr. Meorerc:f's mooorhi, trave:s:4 thip 
aad crotecd Go tives: while eo fepviis cvslt ws il exit coe. 
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The reasons for di from the information extracted 
from Hamilton on those two last heads, are respectable 
aod cogclusive, as those which have on the 


guided 
‘of Leh ; but their consideration involves greater 
0 dbery be proper or consistent with the motives which 
induced the present observations: for they wete 
the mement of ng the Journal, and under no 


event like this; Sa Gantry thax ter’ beyond 
sation or inteatila, ond there is room for 

ko the under the head Ludak. 
it is staced {rom native reports, that five 


east of Kashmeer, popocsenryen Lb odegm 8 
for three or four days, efter which it is rather less on 


Leathers nage 4 27 ) po ato 
Maeartney's position » (pp) or 
oni, abteh te tha waeaet the sbove and Majer 
correct relatively to that ; but this being 
33° 48’, mekes it almost east, and exactly 
tract by which the natives of Nahn descended into 
and whose authority is much more itable 
ed within the reach of the Cabul embassy, 
siderably contrarious to it. 
Inversing their route from Leh to 
of uniformity, the ascent from the v 
the crest of the Sundugocd entionsicmannapeinad 
the rest of perpetual snow. To follow them now in 
their route, the informers say, that on the 1 ith 
from Leh, they crossed this range, which embays 
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on the east, and that the old snow lay deep ; the descent from 


the Pass was about half's coss, steep, but 
degree to the heart of Kashmeer, which is 


probable than: the other accounts, which would 


extravagant limits to the valley.(¢g) That the ascent commences 


5 
f 


from the valley, and is progressive all the way to 


is 
very clear; but this occupies a j of four days, as 
ery ¢ only oeee | day 


appears by the oral statement of our tra 


That the rise of the ground is ratherless onto Zwdek 
t ascent, is to be suspected 
I: is difficult however to conceive the idea of a progressive 
inclination of the soil for 20 day's journey in such a country 
of crags, without arriving at an elevation exceeding the hoary 


after the three or four day's of 


summits of Himalaya, or that there are not co ding 
dewressions uoless indeed we the course of the Indus, 
which could never be implied by an observation of the tenor 
here given, or if we are thus ambiguously informed, a construction 
even to the very limits of cavillous controversy, if that was 
the humour of the critic, would be wholly defensible{r) 


It might appear @ supererogant presumption, as it cer- 


tainly would-be even to insinuate, an i fe see the 
@ unassuming relation of a report, which can only be dis- 


by another, and perhaps not a better, merely from the 
no very creditable superiority of advantages, fortuitously ac- 
cessible or unmeritedly possessed; bat the attempt at correction 
ef an incovsistent account, or at least a production of reason- 
ing for holding a contrary opinion too, gathered from dis- 
interested au(horities, and maintained upoa physical induction, 
bs surely equ table, if mot useful. 


Thas there is no continued ascent from Kashmeer to Leh 
of Ludak, is a theorem easily demonstrable in the common er- 
der of cause and effect, and that this is verified by present in- 
formation, is equally obvious, 





(pp) Leb by Macartaey is 37-10, 
(og) The extent of tho valley of Kashmeer iv enid to be 76 
miles by 560, Sec Foster and Reanel. 
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of any kiad, or 
ments of observation, so that unless the posi 
the stars are familiar to our Traveller, the sextant 
no utility whatever till the autumnal equinox, at which tim 
it appears, that Mr. Moorcroft was already within a few day’ 
joursey of Leh. The survey of the hither of the coun 
. hodeour of very minor consideration, compared to the 
absolute geographical position of that capital, the mosque of 
Kashmeer, or the unhabited boundsry of Yarkind, Une of 
the barometers is to have reached Leh, (1 trust ua 
broken,) should they fail ia effect, which is an event too liable 
to eccur in their ‘raasit through such a country, it is mach te 
be hoped, that the method of ascertaining elevations by the 
boiling point of water, an iea at once simple, elegant, aad 
efficieat, will not be 
Considering then the hither te successful advance of the Tour, 
the persevering arder and enthusiasm of our Traveller, bis ge 
neral qualifications and insinuating address towards the natives, 
among whom he 1s said to have experienced a most ceurteow 
reception, it is not too weighty a op egy to raise publi¢ 
tation to the possession ef all can be afforded from 
the result of a journey through a ceuatry wholly unexplored, 
and which promises a splendid accession te, and revision 
our Indian geography, aod a physical analysis of nature, 
uasubdued and majestic, as well as ultimate hopes of consua 
the desirable acquisitioas to Bruish presperity in lod, 
which gave birth to the adventure. 
Wi Mr. Moorcroft all the prosperity that 
interest can imspire. — 


I remain, your's truly, 


i 
i 


J. & @ 





Scobathes, 27th January, 1828. 
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